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HIPAA NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES

Effective Date: July 1. 2016

THIS NOTICE DESCRIBES HOW MEDICAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU
MAY BE USED AND DISCLOSED AND HOW YOU CAN GET ACCESS TO
THIS INFORMATION. PLEASE REVIEW IT CAREFULLY.

This notice (*Notice™) is provided to you pursuant to the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, and its implementing regulations, as amended by the Iealth
Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act (as amended from time to time,
“HIPAA™). It is designed to tell vou how we may, under federal law, use or disclose your health
information.

CENTERS FOR ADVANCED ORTHOPAEDICS, LLC (sometimes referred to in this Notice as the
“Practice”, “we” or “us”) is required by law to provide you with this Notice of our legal duties
and privacy practices with respect to your health information that we maintain. HIPAA places
certain obligations upon us with regard to yvour protected health information (*Health
Information™) and requires that we keep confidential any medical information that identifies you.
We take this obligation seriously and when we need to use or disclose your Health Information,
we will comply with the full terms of this Notice. Anytime we are permitted to or required to
share your Health Information with others, we only provide the minimum amount of data
necessary to respond to the need or request unless otherwise permitted by law.

I. USES AND DISCLOSURES OF YOUR e Treatment, Pavment and Health Care
HEALTH INFORMATION THAT DO NOT Operations.
REQUIRE YOUR AUTHORIZATION.

o Treatment. We may use and disclose

We are permitted by law to use and your Health Information to provide you with
disclose your Health Information without vour medical treatment or services. We may
written or other form of authorization under disclose your Health Information to doctors,
certain circumstances as described below. nurses, technicians, medical students, and
This means that we do not have to ask you personnel who are involved in your care. For
before we use or disclose your Health example, a doctor treating vou for an mjury
Information for purposes such as to provide may need to know if you have diabetes
you with treatment, seck payment for the because diabetes may slow the healing
services we provide to you, or for our health process.
care operations. We may also use or disclose
your Health Information without your o Payment. We may use and disclose
authorization for other activities or to state vour Health Information so that the treatment

and/or federal officials as discussed below. and services you receive may be billed to and
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payment may be collected from you, the
government, an insurance company or a third
party. For example, we may also tell your
insurer or governmental payer about a
treatment you are going to receive to obtain
prior approval or to determine whether your
plan or the government will cover the cost of
the treatment.

o Health Care Operations. We may use
and disclose your Health Information to
manage our operations or the operations of
another provider or payer. These uses and
disclosures are necessary to run the practice
and make sure that all of our patients receive
quality care. For example, we may use Health
Information to review our treatment and
services and to evaluate the performance of
our staff in caring for you. We may also
combine Health Information about many of
our patients to decide what additional services
that we should offer, what services are not
needed, and whether certain new treatments
are effective. We may also disclose
information to doctors, nurses, technicians,
direct care providers and other personnel for
review and learning purposes. We may also
disclose information in order to comply with
reporting requirements under state, local or
federal law. We may remove information that
identifies you from this set of protected health
information so others may use it to study
health care and health care delivery without
learning your identity.

e To Other Ilealthcare Providers. We
may disclose your Health Information to other
health care professionals where it may be
required by them to treat you, to obtain
payment for the services they provided to you
or to perform their own health care operations.

e« Disclosures to Relatives, Close Friends,
Caregivers. We may disclose your Health
Information to family members and relatives,
close friends, caregivers or other individuals
that you may identify so long as we:
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o Obtain your authorization;

o Provide you with the opportunity to
object to the disclosure and you do not object;
or

o We reasonably infer that you would not
object to the disclosure.

If you are not present or, due to your
incapacity or an emergency, you are unable to
agree or object to a use or disclosure of your
Health Information, we may exercise our
professional judgment in order to determine
whether such use or disclosure would be in
your best interests. Where we would disclose
information to a family member, other
relatives, or a close friend, we would disclose
only the information that we believe is directly
relevant to his or her involvement with your
care or payment related to your care. We will
also disclose your Health Information in order
to notify or assist with notifying such persons
of your location, general condition or death.
You may, at any time, request that we do NOT
disclose your Health Information to any of
these individuals.

e Public Health Activities. We may
disclose your Health Information for certain
public health activities as required by law,
including:

o to report Health Information to public
health authorities for the purpose of preventing
or controlling disease, injury or disability;

o to report certain immunization
information where required by law, such as to
the state immunization registry or to your

child's school;
o to report births and deaths;

o to report child abuse to public health
authorities or other government authorities
authorized by law to receive such reports;
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